 CUBA TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
28000 W. Cuba Road


Barrington, IL  60010


Wednesday, March 11, 2009; 7:00 pm
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Nelson.  Trustee Svacha led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call:  David Nelson, Supervisor; Don Griffith, Trustee; Dick Kosner, Trustee; Arthur Rice, Trustee; Roberta Svacha, Trustee.
Also present:  Priscilla Rose, Township Clerk; Tom Gooch, Township Highway Commissioner; Becci Tonigan, Township Assessor; Tim Murray- Township attorney; Kelly Mazeski; Joyce PalmquIst- Barrington Area Council on Aging; Carol Kosner; Barb Murphy; Russ Warye.
Public comment 

There was no public comment.
Approval of minutes
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Kosner to approve the minutes of February 12, 2009 as amended.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Griffith to approve the minutes of February 12, 2009, Executive Session.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Rice to approve the minutes of February 27, 2009 special meeting.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Rice to approve the minutes of February 27, 2009 public hearing.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the minutes of March 4, 2009, Special Meeting, continued, as amended.  Motion carried.  

Report on Senior Transportation Program
Joyce Palmquist, Barrington  Area Council on Aging,  addressed the board and gave a history of senior citizen transportation in the Barrington area.  She explained that the Village of Barrington (VOB) has held the PACE contract for many years.  At some point Cuba and Barrington Townships were brought in as partners.  The VOB is now leaving the contract at the end of June 2009 due to financial constraints.  Additionally, the VOB feels that they contribute a small portion of ridership.  This is why the Townships are now being asked to bear the majority of the financial responsibility for the PACE program.  Palmquist distributed literature on the PACE program from the VOB.  

As of July 1, 2009 Palmquist felt that there is not enough information to enter into a van/lease agreement to continue senior transportation.  She suggested that, instead, the Townships could pick up the local share cost of the PACE program that the VOB has been paying and continue the program that currently exists.  She suggested that further investigation then be continued to determine the best program for the future.    
There was much discussion regarding costs and financing of the program.  Many questions were asked regarding the method of reporting information that has been provided by PACE.  Carol Kosner suggested that investigation into grants for transportation be investigated.  Palmquist will research that topic.  It was also suggested that perhaps participation could be obtained from the BACOG members.  Nelson added that the Village of Lake Barrington will be contributing $2500 to the program.  
Palmquist reiterated that approximately $11,000 would be the Cuba Township share to continue the existing program through December 2009.  Approximately $15,000 would be needed to continue the program through February 2010- the end of Cuba Township’s fiscal year.    Continuation of the program is contingent upon participation of both Barrington and  Cuba Townships. 

Health insurance review and recommendation

Nelson told the board that he has met with Chuck Van Fossan and Russ Warye regarding the current health insurance policy provided to the Township employees and eligible elected officials.   He added that Carol Kosner has provided insight into the situation as well and he appreciates her input and time on the subject.  As the current health insurance broker for the Township, Warye’s recommendation is to remain with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and increase the deductible to $500.  Additionally, he recommends switching to an alternate dental plan and raising the co-pay to $30.  These changes will result in a 4.3% increase in premiums as opposed to an approximate 8% increase under the current plan.  
There was discussion among the board regarding various plans to adopt in the future regarding cost sharing of premiums by the participants in the program.  Gooch added that he plans to phase in changes in the upcoming years regarding employee cost sharing of the premiums for the Road District employees.  He also added that his new hire employees are offered HMO coverage only, no PPO coverage.  There was also discussion regarding the participation of employees over 65 years of age in Medicare or the regular health insurance program.  Kosner suggested this topic be investigated.  Warye offered to meet with eligible Medicare employees and discuss their options and possible cost savings.  Griffith added his appreciation to Carol Kosner for her time on the subject.
There was discussion with Warye on pricing for offering different levels of health insurance to employees with the employee sharing a portion of the cost.  Tonigan added that any changes that take place should provide the employee with more than 3 months notice of the change.  Warye will provide cost comparisons on several options of cost sharing of health insurance premiums with the insured for the April 9, 2009 board meeting.   Gooch asked for information on how various labor unions in public works cover health insurance.  Warye will investigate this as well.  For clarification Griffith stated that currently the General Town health insurance premiums will still be paid for by the Township for both employee and family coverage if applicable.  A survey will be performed in the near future to review options and enact possible policy changes.  
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Kosner to accept Warye’s and Carol Kosner’s recommendations for General Town to increase the  health insurance deductible to $500, increase the co-pay to $30, remain with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and switch to MetLife Dental.  These changes are effective April 1, 2009
Roll call:  Griffith- yes;  Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Rice to have information prior to the April 9, 2009 board meeting on what is currently being paid for the family share of health insurance (PPO and HMO).  Motion carried.

Adopt tentative Road District and General Town budget for fiscal 2009- 2010
Griffith asked several questions of Highway Commissioner Gooch regarding the Road District budget.  

A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Kosner to adopt the Cuba Township Road and Bridge budget in the amount of $458,000.00.

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Kosner and seconded by Trustee Svacha to adopt the Cuba Township Road Maintenance budget for fiscal 2009-2010 in the amount of $2,208,500.00 

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.

Highway Commissioner’s Report
Gooch said that he will be paving and patching this season using the scarification process.  He continued that a salt reimbursement bill was passed today with bi-partisan support.  He anticipates receiving approximately $280,000 in reimbursements as a result of this bill.  A portion of this money will be returned to the villages.  This money will permit some paving projects to be carried out.  He continued that he would like to build the reserves back up and hopefully could continue for a year without extensive paving projects or a truck purchase.  He is hopeful that salt prices will decline for next year and this will provide some reserves for the budget.  He is going out for bid for salt currently in 3 ways- through Central Management Services, through McHenry County and individually as Cuba Township.  He will be able to choose the lowest bid of the three. 
Adopt tentative budget for General Town for fiscal year 2009-2010
Discussion took place regarding various aspects of the General Town budget.  Particular attention was paid to the Senior Bus Transportation topic as well as other allocations to public service funding.  
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to adopt the General Town budget for fiscal 2009-2010 in the amount of $917, 835.00.
Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- no; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Kosner to adopt the General Assistance budget for fiscal 2009-2010 in the amount of $23,400.00.
Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Kosner to adopt the White Memorial Cemetery budget for fiscal 2009-2010 in the amount of $22,600.00.

Roll call:   Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Svacha to adopt the I.M.R.F. budget for fiscal 2009-2010 in the amount of $111,000.00. 

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Kosner- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.  

Rose reminded the board that this was a tentative budget that was just passed.  The public hearing for the budget is April 9, 2009, 6:30 pm.  

Supervisor/BACOG report

Nelson reported that BACOG is working on HB967 which would provide notification to townships of foreclosed properties.  He continued that  on April 10, 2009 at 3 pm in the Cuba Township board room there will be an Emergency Preparedness meeting with Lake County.  He invited anyone that is interested to attend.  
Assessor’s Report
Tonigan told the board that her staff is currently auditing their files.  She was in Cary recently and reviewed the flooding situation there.  She is not yet aware of the factor for next year, but anticipates that it could be just over 1%.
Clerk’s report
Rose told the board that Early Voting begins at the Township office on Monday, March 16, 2009.

Consideration of agenda items for Annual Town Meeting- April 14, 2009
Rose reminded the board that pursuant to a recent law established that the agenda for the Annual Town Meeting must be set at least 10 days prior to the meeting.  As there is no other board meeting prior to the Annual Town Meeting she asked that the agenda be set at this meeting.  

Kosner suggested that the Senior and Disabled Transportation Program in Cuba Township be added to the agenda. 

Approval of bills
A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Griffith to approve the bills in the amount of $17,554.25, check nos. 22008 through 22057.
New Business
Kosner told the board that there is a non-binding advisory referendum question on all Lake County ballots for the April 9, 2009 regarding the extension of Route 53.  He encouraged all to vote on the issue.  
Old Business
There was no old business.  

A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Kosner to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Priscilla H. Rose

Clerk
