    									



CUBA TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
28000 W. Cuba Road
					     Barrington, IL  60010	
Thursday, March 10, 2011; 7:00 pm

Supervisor Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Trustee Svacha led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call:  David Nelson, Supervisor; Don Griffith, Trustee; Jack Mumaw, Trustee; Art Rice, Trustee; Roberta Svacha, Trustee.

Also present:  Priscilla Rose, Clerk; Tim Murray, Township attorney; Rebecca Tonigan, Assessor; Tom Gooch, Highway Commissioner; Barbara Murphy, Township resident; Deb Broderick, Road District Intergovernmental Services Coordinator. 

Public Comment
Murphy noted to the board that the flag displayed at the office is tattered.  Rose replied that she has a new flag.  She has been waiting for better weather to install it.  Gooch offered to have someone from his staff put it up tomorrow.  

Approval of minutes 
	February 10, 2011 board meeting
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2011 board meeting as corrected.
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
	February 28, 2011 special meeting
A motion was made by Trustee Mumaw and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the minutes of the February 28, 2011.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Adopt and Pass ordinance no. 11-O-1 Budget for Cuba Township fiscal year 2011- 2012
As agreed at the earlier public hearing, this item will be on the agenda for the April 14, 2011 board meeting.

Health insurance policy review
Russ Warye distributed a summary of premiums for alternate health care providers.   He confirmed that the Township will have a .82% increase in premiums for the upcoming policy year.  He suggested an informational meeting be held with all insured to advise them on changes to the policy.  He also suggested an optional life insurance policy offering at employee expense.

Supervisor’s Report
Nelson recognized the fine work done by the Road District during the February blizzard and the receipt of various complimentary letters to the Road District for their work.  He continued that he was pleased with the Township’s recent newsletter.   He asked the board to consider passing an identity protection policy as recommended by TOI.  

Nelson presented a letter from local landscaper Doering Landscaping in which Doering presented concerns and suggestions regarding the Road District’s mulch program.  Griffith inquired about the actual cost of the mulch - how much does it cost the Township to produce and delivery it.  Gooch said that he will be raising the price per load of mulch to $65 to offset increased fuel costs.  He continued that the program is designed to give something back to residents for their tax dollars.  He added that all of the wood used to create mulch is from clean-up done throughout the Township and from local landscapers. Mumaw inquired about the legalities of the mulch program and where the authority for the program comes from. Gooch replied the there is a recycling statute that was passed several years ago that grants authority for the program.  Algonquin and Warren Township have mulch programs.  He continued that the mulch program provides an opportunity for the Road District to recycle local wood debris without the cost of taking such material to a dump.  It was decided that Nelson will reply to Doering with a letter supporting the mulch program of the Road District.  Gooch will confer on the contents of the letter.  

Annual Town Meeting agenda discussion
Rose asked the board to add Resolution 11-R-04 to the agenda permitting the sale of the assessor’s vehicle.  Gooch requested that declaration of surplus property be added to the agenda for a Lee Boy paver that will be sold.  Gooch added that he will be purchasing a new paver to do paving within the Township and for the surrounding villages.  Rose confirmed that the meeting is April 12, 2011, 7pm.

BACOG report
Nelson told the board that Mumaw will be attending the upcoming BACOG meeting as he will be convalescing from hip replacement surgery.  He continued that the legislative platform is complete.  In an effort to reduce monthly rent, BACOG is considering moving to another location. 

BACOG has asked all members for a list of vendors in an effort to solicit potential non-voting members to help defray operating costs.  Gooch, Nelson and Griffith are opposed to the practice.  Nelson will tell BACOG that the Township is not in favor of the concept.  

Adoption of Public Comment Guidelines
Rose presented guidelines to direct the public comment portion of the board meeting.  She added that this has been recommended by TOI.

A motion was made by Trustee Mumaw and seconded by Trustee Svacha to adopt the Public Comment guidelines.
Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Mumaw- yes; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes. 
Motion carried.

IMRF audit findings
Gooch stated he is not in agreement with any of the findings.  He added that the Township attorney should have been notified of such audit.  There was discussion on changing the Township’s hourly IMRF standard from 600 to 1000 hours.  There was more discussion on adopting Resolution no. 11-R-4 which details the manner in which Cuba Township reports wages.  It was decided to review this topic at the April 14, 2011 board meeting.  

Assessor’s report
Tonigan reported that she has begun working on the quadrennial.  She stated that it will be difficult as most of the land values are too high based on the market and there are no sales to use as comparables.  She will be creating more neighborhoods to try to capture any sales available for the sales ratio study.  Tonigan continued that she is working on other issues as relates to the Board of Review and PTAB.

Tonigan told the board there is a potential for the formation of a commission to study the consolidation of certain taxing bodies- mostly townships.  She encouraged the board to attend Topics Day in Springfield in April to discuss this issue with legislators.  

Clerk’s report
Rose told the board that Early Voting begins on March 14, 2011 and continues through March 31, 2011.  She continued that the Dine and Share program from the Onion Pub netted the food pantry $110.00.  She asked the board to consider creating links on the Township website to the not-for-profits and social service agencies that the Township funds each year.  All agreed to this suggestion.  Rose concluded by telling the board that the next newsletter deadline is May 15, 2011.

Highway Commissioner’s report
Gooch reported that the Road District is expecting approximately $106,000 from FEMA from the February blizzard.  He continued that shortly the Road District will begin installing storm drain.  He concluded by saying that the bathrooms have been completed in the garage.  

Approval of bills
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the bills in the amount of $71,810.67, check nos. 26345 through 26398.

There was discussion on several bills.  It was suggested that Village of Barrington Hills president, Robert Abboud, be contacted regarding an energy analysis in relation to the various ComEd bills for the Township.   

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Rice- no; Mumaw- yes; Nelson- yes; Svacha- absent.  Motion carried. 

New business
Murray addressed the board regarding a recent FOIA request.  He is investigating various aspects of the request in relation to the overlap of FOIA and HIPAA laws.  There is also concern regarding the delivery of a record versus answering the questions- FOIA’s intent is not to answer questions, but to provide records.  Mumaw suggested that the requester not be charged and that the questions are simply answered.  It was agreed that the information should be provided in whatever manner is least time consuming for the Powell, the Township bookkeeper, and anyone else involved in preparing the FOIA request.

Rose asked the board to consider having Citizens for Conservation do a controlled burn on the prairie area behind the Township office building.  Consensus of the board was to contact Citizens for Conservation to do a controlled burn. 

Old Business
There was no old business.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Trustee Svacha and seconded by Trustee Griffith to adjourn.  Motion carried.    The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Priscilla H. Rose
Clerk


