  CUBA TOWNSHIP
 REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
28000 W. Cuba Road
					     Barrington, IL  60010	
Thursday, October 13, 2011; 7:00 pm

Supervisor Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Trustee Svacha led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call:  David Nelson, Supervisor; Don Griffith, Trustee; Jack Mumaw, Trustee- absent; Art Rice, Trustee; Roberta Svacha, Trustee.

Also present:  Priscilla Rose, Clerk; Tom Gooch, Highway Commissioner; Keri-Lyn Krafthefer, Township attorney; Rick Doering, Cindy Doering, Stephanie Kohl, Kathleen Leitner, Patsy Mortimer, Karen Yancey, Barbara Benson, Joseph Salemi, Michael Hayward, Dee Beaubien, Larry Gold, Roy Svacha, Tom Hager. 

Public Comment
Joseph Salemi addressed the board, a resident of Lake Barrington Shores and real estate broker, inquiring if the Township board has oversight of the Assessor’s office.  He stated that he had recently come into the office regarding appealing his assessment and was told to appeal his to the Lake County Assessor and the Board of Review.  He expressed concern over errors in the work, the manner in which he was treated and what he felt what incorrect information regarding a Freedom of Information Act request. 

Nelson apologized to Mr. Salemi and said that the Assessor’s office is under the Township guidance and is run by Assessor, Becci Tonigan, who was not in attendance at this meeting.  He continued that in the 15 years he has served as Supervisor of the Township that he has never received a complaint about the Assessor’s office and believes they work very hard.  He added that he will be in touch with the Assessor regarding Mr. Salemi’s comments.  Nelson continued that Tonigan is elected to take charge of the Assessor’s office, but he will be in touch with her regarding Salemi’s concern. Trustee Griffith asked for a follow-up on the situation

Barkley Woods presentation
Rice indicated that the correct spelling is Barclay’s Woods.

Karen Yancey addressed the board as executive director of the Barrington Area Conservation Trust and stated that this property has high conservation value and is worthy of protection.  The project has been underway for approximately one year.  She is asking for the involvement of Cuba Township as a financial contributor in purchasing the property from the owner, Jack Lageschulte.  The property is 15.5 acres and has been appraised at $1,200,000 and has been offered for sale for approximately half that price. She explained the conservation features of the property stating there are over 50 200 year old oak trees, specifically white, red and burr oak, and a stream corridor.  Yancey added that by keeping this property as open space and undeveloped, it will keep property taxes down.  The financial partners to date are:  Barrington Area Conservation Trust at $100,000; Citizens for Conservation at $50,000; a private donor at $50,000; and a potential grant from the State of Illinois through Representative Kent Gaffney of $200,000.

Patsy Mortimer addressed the board on behalf of Citizens for Conservation (CFC).  CFC’s main reason for involvement is to work together in a partnership to protect open space.  She continued this is not a 



parcel that CFC would have pursued independently, but that open space is always a good thing for a community. There are 2 other parcels owned by Lageschulte that could potentially be part of the Barclay’s Woods deal that will benefit CFC. 

Kathleen Leitner, president of the Village of Tower Lakes, expressed interest in the project as it would provide recreational space on the east side of Route 59.  She continued that the preservation of the parcel would protect and preserve the waterway that flows into Tower Lakes.  She added that the Village of Tower Lakes has no funding for the project, but residents are considering a community fundraiser.  At Griffith’s questioning she responded that the Village of Tower Lakes would care for the property and that access to the property would be off of Pebble Creek Drive.  Yancey added that the board of the Village of Tower Lakes has voted to accept the property if the sale goes through.  

Mortimer told the board that Lageschulte owns five acres on the Fox River and a triangular piece, part of the same parcel, off of River Road, adjacent to Citizens for Conservation’s Wagner Fen.  These are the 2 additional pieces that are part of the Barclay’s Woods deal.  Leitner added that 2 years ago the Tower Lake Community Foundation was formed.  This is another possible source of funding for the project.  

Rice suggested that there be participation by the residents of the area.  Yancey told Rice that the residents initially suggested private purchase of portions of the area, but that due to current economic conditions,  all but one resident has withdrawn that offer.  

Larry Gold, chairman of the zoning board of appeals of Tower Lakes, addressed the board representing the homeowners of Country Club Estates.   He indicated that the homeowners are in total support of this purchase due to the potential of development.  

White Memorial Cemetery- well installation request
Mike Hayward addressed the board regarding installation of a well at the cemetery.  He said that he has plantings at the cemetery around a family burial site and that it is difficult to get things to grow on the site without water.  He said that the hand pump that has been installed in the cemetery provides water, but that it takes some work and energy to get water out of it.  He continued that he has approached several families that own sites at the cemetery about sharing the cost of the well and is hopeful that there could be a sharing of the cost of the well with the Township.  Hayward has talked with Steve Snelten with A and C Snelten regarding the installation of the well.  

Gooch added that the hand pump probably should be replaced as it requires constant maintenance.  He told the board that he is in support of the well and that the Road District could contribute to the funding the installation.  

Rose addressed the board stating she has worked at the Township since 1996 and since that time has been on the White Memorial Cemetery Board of Managers.  She mentioned that Barbara Benson and John Hipsky also serve on the cemetery board and are aware of tonight’s discussion. She said that she is sensitive to the request for the well, and will facilitate the installation of the well if approved.  Rose noted, however, that the rules and regulations of the cemetery prohibit plantings of a permanent nature at the cemetery.  She added that since the families that have installed plantings have maintained them, that she has not called for the removal of any items.  

Dee Beaubien addressed the board recalling her late husband’s Mark tenure as Cuba Township Supervisor and his dislike of spending taxpayer dollars needlessly.  For this reason, she said, she supports the private/public funding of the well, so that the Township will not have to bear the entire cost of the well.    



Rose added that she has spoken with Steve Snelten regarding the well, its installation and maintenance.  She is assured that the well will be vandal-proof, but that the spigot should be locked.   Rose confirmed to Benson’s inquiry that there is only one location for the well, at the southeast corner of the cemetery.  

A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to spend up to $5500 from White Memorial Cemetery funds for the installation of a well at White Memorial Cemetery, with the remainder of the expense to be funded privately.  

There was further discussion on the subject with Rice adding comments about the legal aspects of the installation and funding of the well.  Benson added that she felt the well would further secure interest in the care, welfare and upkeep of the cemetery by future generations.  Hayward told the board that private funding of the well would be up to $5100.00.  Rose added that she felt the Township’s portion of the well funding should come from the White Memorial Cemetery fund.  

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Mumaw- absent; Rice- yes; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.        

Mulch program review
Nelson addressed the public in attendance at the meeting regarding the ongoing discussion that has taken place over the last several months regarding the mulch program.  He confirmed that the authority for the mulch program lies with the Highway Commissioner, Tom Gooch.  

Rick Doering told the board that he understood that the wording on the Cuba Township Road District’s website would be changed to more accurately describe the product that is being received.  Gooch confirmed this has not yet been done.  

Griffith indicated that he was in favor of the program and would like to see it continued, but understands the concerns of Doering.  He continued that he would like to see the program shortened and the number of loads of mulch delivered reduced.  Also, he would prefer that the trees brought into the mulch lot are from Cuba Township. 

Rice added that he would like the distinction made between the product that can be purchased from Doering and other landscapers and the product that is available from the Road District.  He is sensitive to the concerns of local businesses and agrees with Griffith’s comments and suggestions, and further suggested that the price could be raised.

Gooch replied that the price would not be raised and clarified that the Road District does not sell mulch, but charges for the delivery of the product.  

Nelson added that he has spoken with many taxpayers regarding the program and has found many of them in favor of the program.  He suggested that a good compromise would be to increase the cost to $100 and reduce the numbers of loads delivered. 

There was further discussion on the subject among board members and the public in attendance.  Nelson thanked everyone for their comments on the subject.  

Approval of minutes
	September 8, 2011
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2011 board meeting.  The minutes were approved as amended by unanimous voice vote. 



Supervisor’s Report
Nelson told the board that the Township is considering participating in the Coast 2 Coast prescription plan along with other area townships.  The plan offers discounts on drugs to participants and, after a certain number of prescriptions are filled, offer dividends to the participating townships.  

A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Griffith to adopt the Coast 2 Coast prescription drug plan, to be ratified in the presence of the contract at the November 10, 2011 board meeting.

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Mumaw- absent;  Rice- yes; Svacha-yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.  

Nelson continued that he is in receipt of a letter from Kathy Gabelman from Smart Farm retracting their request to develop a hoop house on Township property.  Nelson added that he will continue to talk with Gabelman about potentially working with Smart Farm.

Levy discussion
Rose distributed numbers to the board regarding last year’s tax extension in relation to this year’s potential levy.  Rose added that it is certain that the Township EAV will go down at least 4.5%.     It was decided to use the tax extension from 2011 for the levy number to be adopted this year.  IMRF figures were confirmed based on Powell’s computations of payroll.  The gravel tax will remain unchanged from last year’s gravel tax resolution.  The final resolutions and ordinances will be on the agenda for the November 10, 2011 board meeting.  

BACOG report
Nelson reported that the legislative platform is being developed and the Healthier Communities study is being evaluated.  

Health insurance review
Griffith reported that they are receiving feedback from townships that have been contacted. 

Assessor’s report
In the Tonigan’s absence, there was no report.

Clerk’s report
Rose reported that the Lake County voting precincts have been realigned as a result of the 2010 census and all registered voters will be receiving new registration cards with a confirmation of the precinct and voting location in early November.   She continued that the Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War have recently done research at White Memorial Cemetery.  They have determined that possibly 6 Civil War veterans are buried at the cemetery.  They will be installing markers at those grave sites. The markers are provided at no charge from the government.  Rose suggested to the board that the Township could cover the cost of installation.  

Rose told the board that Citizens for Conservation has confirmed that a burn will be attempted this fall on Township property, in an attempt to restore the prairie.  CFC has a permit through the state to perform the burn.  The possibility of the burn is weather dependent and Rose will notify the board if and when it will occur.      

Highway Commissioner’s report
Gooch told the board that the last drainage project for the season has completed and that work for spring is being planned.  Fire detectors have been installed at all the Road District buildings recently.  The Road District will be providing security at White Memorial Cemetery from October 28 – 31, 2011.  



Fall Festival
Rose reported that the Fall Festival is Saturday, October 22, 2011. Rose continued that there will be a bake sale this year and that set-up begins at eleven o’clock.  

Newsletter update
Rose told the board that the newsletter has been mailed and received in the last week.  

Funding applications
Krafthefer will review the applications and make recommended changes.

Approval of bills
A motion was made by Trustee Griffith and seconded by Trustee Svacha to approve the bills in the amount of $299,446.68, check nos. 27548 through 27715.

Gooch offered explanation on bills related to vehicle body work.  

Roll call:  Griffith- yes; Mumaw- absent; Rice- no; Svacha- yes; Nelson- yes.  Motion carried.  

New Business
Rice inquired about his date of hire as reflected on a document created by Powell.  It was confirmed that Rice was appointed to the trustee position prior to Nelson’s appointment.

Old Business
There was no old business

Executive Session
There was a motion by Trustee Griffith which was seconded by Trustee Rice to recess to Executive Session to discuss real estate.  

The meeting recessed to executive session at 8:55 pm.  

Regular session reconvened at 9:25 pm.

Roll call:  Griffith,  Rice, Nelson.
Also present:  Rose, Gooch, Krafthefer

Adjournment
A motion was made by Trustee Rice and seconded by Trustee Svacha to adjourn.  Motion carried.    The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Priscilla H. Rose
Clerk


